THE  COINAGE   OF  ASSAM.

in the year 1651 Sake (1729 A.D.). These coins, which
are square, mark the first deviation from the orthodox
octagonal shape which had hitherto characterized As-
samese coins [PL XXIY. 1]. They are known only from
a find of 143 specimens which was made near Garhgaon
in 1903 (/. A. 8. B., 1904, Num. Suppl, p. 114). This issue
shows the great Indian influence that prevailed at the
court of Siva Sirnha. Siva Siihha died in 1744 A.D., of
which year we still possess coins. From his reign dates
the gradual decline of the Ahom kingdom.

He was succeeded by his brother Pramatta Simha,4
who assumed the Ahom title Sunengpha at his coronation.
The British Museum possesses a coin with Ahom legends
struck in 1744, the year of his accession [PL XXIIL 5],
Siva Siihha had been a zealous convert to Hinduism, and
struck no Ahom coins. It is possible that we have in
this revival of the Ahom language a slight reaction
against Hinduism. Pramatta Simha, however, only
struck Ahom coins for the ceremonial distribution at
his coronation. In his subsequent years he used San-
skrit legends. Coins are known in silver of each year
of his reign, but the gold is rare [PL XXIY. 8-10].

On his death in 1751, after a peaceful reign, he was
succeeded by his brother Kajesvara Simha, whose Ahom
title was Suranpha, as the gold muhur struck on his
coronation testifies [PL XXIII. 6], This was the last
occasion on which the Ahom language was used on
coins. The use of the native language had so far
survived the advance of Hinduism as to be retained

4 Called Pramata Simha by Mr. Gait, and Pramatha Simha by Mr.
Vincent A. Smith (Cat. of Coins in the Indian Museum, vol. i. p. 302).
The name on the coins is Pramatta Simha.